Which of the two did what
his father wanted?

October 15, 2017
Service of the Word and Sacrament

OPENING HYMN

Speak, O Lord
Christian Worship Supplement | 735
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INVOCATION
M:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C:

I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts, words, and actions
through my fault,
through my own fault,
through my own most grievous fault.
Therefore, I ask God to have mercy on me; forgive me all my sins; and bring me to
eternal life.
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M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us
alive in Christ even when were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his
called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
M:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they
need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in
sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C:

Christ, have mercy.

M:

For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as
we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M:

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.

C:

Amen.
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SONG OF PRAISE
M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our
hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C:

Amen.

FIRST LESSON
1

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you people mean by quoting this proverb

about the land of Israel:
“‘The parents eat sour grapes,
and the children’s teeth are set on edge’?
3

“As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb in

Israel. 4 For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both alike belong to me.
The one who sins is the one who will die.
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25

“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is my way unjust? Is it not

your ways that are unjust? 26 If a righteous person turns from their righteousness and commits
sin, they will die for it; because of the sin they have committed they will die. 27 But if a wicked
person turns away from the wickedness they have committed and does what is just and right,
they will save their life. 28 Because they consider all the offenses they have committed and turn
away from them, that person will surely live; they will not die. 29 Yet the Israelites say, ‘The way
of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust?
30

“Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways, declares the

Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall.
31

Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit.

Why will you die, people of Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the
Sovereign LORD. Repent and live!

SECOND LESSON
1

Philippians 2:1-11

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from

his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make
my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one
mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others
above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the
others.
5

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
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Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
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rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
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And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!
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Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
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that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

7

11

and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

VERSE OF THE DAY

Philippians 2:10,11

Alleluia. At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of the Father. Alleluia.

GOSPEL
28

Matthew 21:28-32

“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son,

go and work today in the vineyard.’
29

“‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.

30

“Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but

he did not go.
31

“Which of the two did what his father wanted?”

“The first,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the
kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness,
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you
saw this, you did not repent and believe him.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Lord, ‘Tis Not that Did Choose You
Christian Worship | 380

SERMON

Which of the two did what his father wanted?
Matthew 21:28-32
9

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

OFFERING
The members of Christ the King have joined together to do the Lord’s work in their
community and around the world. Visitors should not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

THE PREFACE
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C:

It is good and right so to do.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
M:

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your
Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has
ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.
By his incarnation, he became one with us.
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and
preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory
everlasting.

C:

Amen.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUION
M:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
God’s Word teaches we should examine and prepare ourselves before receiving communion.
Therefore, we ask guests who are not members of our church to meet with our pastor before
receiving communion the first time.

SONG OF THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may
long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood
14

the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

BLESSING
M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Christian Worship | 334
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Take the Next Step
It’s a big step to walk into a new church! We are glad you came. If you
are looking for a place to learn more about God’s Word, grow in your
faith, and be connected to other Christians, follow these suggestions to
take the next step:
We invite you to come back next week. God promises that time spent in
his Word will grow your faith. We encourage you to take our Bible
Nineteenth Sunday after
Pentecost
6541 Eastern Ave
Bell Gardens CA 90201
(323) 773-6284

Information Class. This class provides an overview of the Bible and serves
as the class for those desiring to become members of our congregation.
We challenge you to select a way to serve. We are currently revitalizing
our ministry and are always looking for help. We urge you to invite your
friends and family. The people in your life need to hear the good news
of Jesus Christ.

cristoreylutheran.com

Spiritual Services
Pastor Matt Behmer
(323) 395-8062
pastor@cristoreylutheran.com

To serve you best, we offer a variety of spiritual services. These include
confirmation, counseling, visits to the sick and hospitalized, baptisms
and quinceañera worship services. These spiritual services are provided
without cost and require few prerequisites. Please speak with Pastor
Matt to learn more.

Worship Schedule
Divine Service in English………………………………………....Sundays at 10:45am
English Bible Study……………………………………………….…Sundays at 10:00am
Misa Cristiana en español………………...Comenzando la nochebuena 2017
A member of the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod (ELS).
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Liturgy taken from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. Hymns taken from Oramos
Cantando. Reprinted with permission under One License A-726822.
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