Jesus Has Complete
Authority
January 28, 2018 – Fourth Sunday in Epiphany

OPENING HYMN

Oh, that I Had a Thousand Voices
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INVOCATION & GREETING
M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

M:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C:

I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts, words, and actions
through my fault,
through my own fault,
through my own most grievous fault.
Therefore, I ask God to have mercy on me; forgive me all my sins; and bring me to
eternal life.

M:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us
alive in Christ even when were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his
called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.
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LORD, HAVE MERCY – Kyrie
M:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they
need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in
sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as
we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.
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SONG OF PRAISE
M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we often
stumble and fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely through all
temptations; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

FIRST LESSON
15

Deuteronomy 18:15-20

The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your fellow

Israelites. You must listen to him. 16 For this is what you asked of the Lord your God at Horeb
on the day of the assembly when you said, “Let us not hear the voice of the Lord our God nor
see this great fire anymore, or we will die.”
17

The Lord said to me: “What they say is good. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you

from among their fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in his mouth. He will tell them
everything I command him. 19 I myself will call to account anyone who does not listen to my
words that the prophet speaks in my name. 20 But a prophet who presumes to speak in my
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name anything I have not commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, is
to be put to death.”

M:

This is the Word of the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God!

SECOND LESSON
1

1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that “We all possess knowledge.” But

knowledge puffs up while love builds up. 2 Those who think they know something do not yet
know as they ought to know. 3 But whoever loves God is known by God.
4

So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that “An idol is nothing at all in the

world” and that “There is no God but one.” 5 For even if there are so-called gods, whether in
heaven or on earth (as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”), 6 yet for us there is
but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live.
7

But not everyone possesses this knowledge. Some people are still so accustomed to idols

that when they eat sacrificial food they think of it as having been sacrificed to a god, and since
their conscience is weak, it is defiled. 8 But food does not bring us near to God; we are no
worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do.
9

Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a stumbling block to

the weak. 10 For if someone with a weak conscience sees you, with all your knowledge, eating
in an idol’s temple, won’t that person be emboldened to eat what is sacrificed to idols? 11 So
this weak brother or sister, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge.12 When you
sin against them in this way and wound their weak conscience, you sin against
Christ. 13 Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother or sister to fall into sin, I will never eat meat
again, so that I will not cause them to fall.

M:

This is the Word of the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God!
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GOSPEL
21

Mark 1:21-28

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and

began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one
who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who
was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!”
25

“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the man

violently and came out of him with a shriek.
27

The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—

and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” 28 News about
him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.

M:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.

C:

Praise be to you, O Christ!
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Seek Where You May to Find a Way
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SERMON

Jesus Has Complete Authority
Mark 1:21-28

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Heavenly Father, your servant Moses promised that you would raise up a prophet like
him from among your ancient people, putting your words into his mouth. We bless
your name that you fulfilled that promise when you sent your Son with the words of
eternal life for us to hear and to treasure. Make all ministers of your Church faithful in
preaching that Word, and grant all your people grace to hear and welcome it with joy.
We especially as that you be with our new church council as they work to promote the
teaching, preaching, and sharing of your Word here. Lord, in your mercy,

C:

Hear our prayer.
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P:

Your Son spoke with power and showed His authority to release from the oppression
of the devil those whom the enemy had afflicted. Through our Savior’s mighty Word,
continue to free those in bondage to the powers of darkness, transferring them into
the Kingdom of your Son, that with us they may marvel at your gracious love. Lord, in
your mercy,

C:

Hear our prayer.

P:

Kind Master, you summon Your children to consider and weigh the impact of their
actions on their weaker brothers and sisters and so not to live in ways that may cause
offense. Help all the members of the church to be considerate of one another and not
to put needless stumbling blocks in the way of each other’s faith. Lord, in your mercy,

C:

Hear our prayer.

P:

Into Your merciful keeping, we commend all those entrusted with civil authority among
us. Help them to serve our nation and communities with honor. Remember also all in
our armed forces and all those who work day and night for public safety. Lord, in your
mercy,

C:

Hear our prayer.

P:

Father, you invite everyone to offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found.
Hear the cries of your children who call to you in their time of need: those who are ill,
hospitalized, injured, grieving, lonely or frightened. Have mercy on them all, O Lord,
and let them take comfort in your steadfast love that surrounds those who trust in You.
Lord, in your mercy,

C:

Hear our prayer.

P:

Lord, you are our hiding place. You preserve your children from trouble and surround
them with shouts of deliverance. Receive our thanks for all the faithful departed who
have gone before us and now rest in Christ. Bring us with all your saints to the joys of
the resurrection. Lord, in your mercy,

C:

Hear our prayer.

P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C:

Amen.
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OFFERING
The members of Christ the King have joined together to do the Lord’s work in their
community and around the world. Visitors should not feel obligated to participate in this
offering.

RITE OF INSTALLATION OF CHRIST THE KING’S OFFICERS
Pastor:

In Holy Baptism, our Lord Jesus Christ liberated you from sin and death and made
you members of his body, the Church. Through Word and Sacrament, you have
been nurtured in faith. You have now been selected for positions of leadership to
serve our Lord on behalf of this congregation. The Lord has entrusted you an
office which you are to carry out as his servants and according to his Word. St.
Paul writes concerning service in the church: “We have different gifts, according

to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to
his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is
encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him
give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy,
let him do it cheerfully.”
One thing which the Lord seeks above all from those who serve is faithfulness: “It

is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.” The Lord
does not seek from us what he has not given to us. But when he does give a gift,
his will is that we use it faithfully to his glory and for the benefit of his people.
You are also, as servants of Jesus Christ and workers in this congregation, to set
for your own families and the whole church the example of a Christian life. Make
the Word of God your foundation and guide. Search it daily for comfort and
instruction.
Pastor:

So that the congregation may be assured of your willingness to serve, I ask you, in
the presence of God and this congregation:
Will you diligently and faithfully carry out the office entrusted to you, according
to the ability which God gives you? Then answer: I will, and I ask God to help me.

Officers:

I will, and I ask God to help me.
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Pastor:

Sandy Mammel, I know install you as Financial Secretary of Christ the King
Lutheran Church in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Mark Mammel, I now install you as Treasurer; Andrew Myers, I now install you as
Vice President; Philip Remmele, I now install you as President and as the church
council of Christ the King Lutheran Church in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
May the Lord guide and direct you by his Holy Spirit. May he strengthen and help
you in every way, so that you are able to fulfill your duties with complete
faithfulness.
In the name of the congregation, we sincerely thank those members who in the
past years have served the Lord and his Church in positions of leadership. We
thank John Hammermeister for his service as President and Dan Verner for his
service as Treasurer and Trustee. May the Lord our God graciously reward them for
all they have done to his glory and for the benefit of his Church.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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CLOSING PRAYER
M:

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess
your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

BLESSING
M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:

Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

Christ is Our Cornerstone
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Welcome!
Welcome to Cristo Rey Lutheran Church! We are a Christian church
centered on Jesus Christ. Our mission is to share the good news of
eternal life through Christ with you.
We are both an established, yet new church. We have been serving Bell
Gardens since the 1970s. At the same time, we are revitalizing our efforts
Fourth Sunday in Epiphany
6541 Eastern Ave
Bell Gardens CA 90201

to serve as an active and involved church in our community.

Upcoming Events
Council Meeting

(323) 773-6284

Today at 12:00pm

Voters Meeting

February 18 at 12:00pm

cristoreylutheran.com

Worship Schedule
Pastor Matt Behmer

Divine Service in English

(323) 395-8062

English Bible Study

Sundays at 10:45am
Sundays at10:00am

pastor@cristoreylutheran.com

Worship Acknowledgements
We thank our guest musician, Rachel Gehlhar, and our pianist, Beth
Behmer, for edifying our worship service today.
Scripture Passages taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL
VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Liturgy and hymns taken from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.
Reprinted with permission under One License A-726822.
A member of the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod (ELS).
Affiliated with the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod
(WELS).
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